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Silk Road is a general name for a network of trade roads between East and West. It is consisted from more than one main road, so an international seminar which took place in Japan in 1988 had used the plural form of the term, as “Silk Roads”
.  We can differentiate these Silk Roads very briefly as continental roads and as maritime roads. Although both of these routes have great impacts on sub-global interaction, the affects of the continental roads have been more intensive. In the Seminar, my discussion will be based on the continental roads. 

The beginning and ending points of the Silk Road vary from different point of views. In the broadest sense Silk Road stretches from Japan to Britain. However, if we consider Japan, together with China, as a part of East Asian regional trade routes, and Britain as a part of European regional trade routes, then we can say that Silk Road is a network of roads between Xian in the East, and Crimea and Anatolia in the West. 
Silk Road is not a trade route between East and West only. The emerging of this route also made the relations of different cultures possible. Besides, there was another direction of cultural and economic interactions along the Silk Road: the interaction between North and South. So, the Silk Road region can be defined mainly as a sub-global region covering Eastern Turkistan (Xinjiang), Central Asia, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey. 
Historically, Silk Road became an area of great interest for big powers. These powers wanted to dominate the region and wanted to use the economic benefits of this domination in order to consolidate their political power. This rivalry on controlling the Silk Road began as early as 2nd century B.C. In the second half of that century, Han China discovered that the power of Hsiung-nu had been mostly depending on the economic benefit from the Western Regions (East Turkistan, Xinjiang), a region crucial for controlling the Silk Road. Thus, began the rivalry on controlling East Turkistan between Han and Hsiung-nu, i.e. rivalry on controlling the Silk Road. 
The rivalry on the Silk Road continued for centuries although the actors changed. The rivalries between Ancient Turks and Chinese dynasties (6th-7th centuries); Ancient Turks and Sasanids (6th century); Chinggis and Khwarezm Shah (13th century); Mongols and Ming (14th-17th centuries); Kalmuks and Manchus (17th-18th centuries) had the motive of controlling the Silk Road as well as other motives. These struggles show the importance of hegemony on the Silk Road. The last struggle on the Silk Road was the Great Game of the 19th century which took place between Russia and Great Britain mainly, and China participated in it as a moderate power. 
The trade and interaction between distant regions via Silk Road declined when struggles of the different powers had grown up and had become fierce. On the contrary, the trade flourished when there was stability in the main part of the Silk Road. These flourishing periods can be pointed out as the partly domination of Ancient Turks (6th century) and Tang (7th-9th centuries), and the domination of Chinggis (13th century) and Timurids (14th-15th centuries). This historical background shows the importance of stability along the Silk Road, no matter this stability was obtained by one great political entity or by various compromising political entities. 
The economic and cultural interactions as well as the great migrations and the dominations of great political powers caused an emergence of a common Silk Road culture. This culture covers a vast area from East Turkistan to today’s Turkey in the West and to India in the South. It could be easily traced in ancient and mediaeval times. It was supposed that the hegemony of authoritarian regimes and the painful modernization process in the 20th century had forced the Silk Road cultures to fell apart from each other. Besides, the modernization of the 20th century and the globalization of the 21st century were thought as a process leading to a one-cultured World (pop-culture) which would mean the hegemony of the European or Western culture. So, when we talk about the spreading pop-culture since the 20th century, we consider it as unique, Western, and same all over the World. However, it seems that these opinions are superficial. In fact, we can differentiate pop-cultures and define regional spheres of pop-cultures, and we can surprisingly discover that these spheres coincide with the classical spheres of traditional cultures. East Asian, West European, North American and East European cultural spheres are some examples of it. The equivalent of these cultural spheres may be defined as the Silk Road cultural sphere which has a lot of similarities in itself not only in traditional culture, but also in the means of pop-culture. 
We can consider movie industry and music industry as two of the main fields of the pop-culture, and take these two fields as examples. We can find a lot of common melodies between the Indian modern music and the Uygur modern music; or between the Iranian, Turkish and Uzbek modern music
. This situation is the same in the movie industry. When we consider the main themes of the movies, we can notice the common themes. It is seen that the class conflict or the stratum conflict is one of the main themes in the movies of this region. Another main theme can be noticed is the urban-rural conflict. These data show the emergence of a “modern Silk Road sub-global region” depending not only on the traditional culture, but also on the popular culture. 

How can we define and explain the main characteristics of the Silk Road sub-global region? We all know that this vast region has different countries, religions, ethnicities and socio-political structures in itself. However, we can broadly define these people as partly Muslim (but non-Arab), partly Turco-Indo-Persian, partly descendants of old vast political entities and partly people who sympathize poor versus rich (so inclined towards socialism). These common characteristics made interaction easier between these countries. 
As a result, both the historical experience on the Silk Road region and the existence of the common culture (popular and traditional) laid a favorable foundation for new economic relations between Silk Road countries. These new economic relations will give rise to the emergence of the Silk Road as a sub-global region with its total population of one and a half billion (23% of World population) and with its young population with the median age of approximately 24 years (World: 27) which is very advantageous for economic development.
� Significance of Silk Roads in the History of Human Civilization, edited by Tadao Umesao and Toh Sugimara, Osaka, 1992.


� Of course, we can’t deny that there are common melodies between Turkish modern music and Mediterranean modern music; or between Uzbek modern music and Russian modern music. However, my emphasis is that the common melodies between the Silk Road countries are more fundamental.





